The Consultation Questions

With the context of change foremost in mind, the overarching question for the consultation process is: 

How can we create an environment that continuously fosters learning, innovation, and high quality teaching in our schools over the next 10 years?
This question becomes the focus around which the conversations take place. 

There are four key themes to guide the consultation questions. Each question within each theme is meant to frame the table discussion which is being led by a facilitator. The facilitator’s role will be to make the question more concrete by providing probes and examples if needed:

THEME ONE: TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR STUDENT SUCCESS 

This theme relates to programs and structures within which students learn best today and will learn best into the future. It covers student learning and achievement as well as student well-being. Delivering effective and appropriate education programs to students is essential in that the learning needs, strengths, and interests of all students are reflected in the education programs available in the Toronto District School Board. 

Questions: 

1.  What abilities, skills and knowledge will students need as they prepare for their future in post secondary education, into exciting new jobs and as they continue to participate as responsible members of our democratic society?  
	


2.  How can learning be personalized, or designed, for each student to enable them to make choices so they can excel in school and be prepared for their future?

	


Probes:

What does success in learning look like and sound like? 

How do we personalize learning to accommodate for individual learning styles? 

How do we know teaching and learning has been successful?

What other supports are needed for students to succeed?  

THEME TWO: INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS, STUDENTS, PARENTS AND COMMUNITIES 

The mission of the Toronto District School Board is “to enable all students to reach high levels of achievement and to acquire the knowledge, skills and values they need to become responsible members of a democratic society.” To be successful in achieving our mission we need to engage in all members of our communities and work collectively to support students learning. The TDSB is committed to working together with the community to close the achievement and opportunity gaps that exist between different groups of students within our city and board so that all students can move successfully into the future. 

Questions: 

1.  What is the role of schools, teachers, parents, and community in making sure that students become confident learners for life? What is the role of schools in helping every student become respectful of others in our diverse and democratic society?  

	


2.  What are some programs you would like to see schools create in partnership with community organizations? Who might these partnerships include? Why would these be useful or of value? Would you use them? Can you describe some of the existing partnerships within your school(s)? 
	


Probes:
How do we ensure learning includes dealing with opposing viewpoints and different perspectives? 

How can we best promote inclusion and equity in response to a diverse student population to improve student learning and achievement for all?

Schools are public buildings that serve student, family and community needs. What public services would you like to see in school buildings that support learning, well-being and children and family programs?  
THEME THREE: EFFECTIVE USE OF BOARD RESOURCES (Human, Financial, and Physical) 

This theme relates to the resource requirements that are necessary to enable learning and teaching and support success for students and teachers. It includes such things as technology, use of space and facilities, environmental, and communication structures. 

Questions: 

1.  What technology resources are most important to make available for students so they are successful in our globalized society and economy? How quickly should schools adopt new tools to support learning? What skills could be taught using these tools? 
	


2.  How might we use school spaces in creative ways to include and accommodate students’ diverse learning needs? How would you redesign school/classroom spaces for quality learning experiences? 
	


3.  Currently, the school year calendar runs mostly September to June and schools are organized into a subject based time-bound schedule. What changes could be made to the calendar, the clock and the school and classroom timetable to make learning more flexible and engaging for students? Describe the pros and cons of these possible changes? 
	


Probes:

What could schools and classrooms look like?

THEME FOUR: MEETING STUDENTS’ NEEDS IN SCHOOLS OF THE FUTURE 

The world is changing rapidly. What students need to succeed in the world is rapidly changing. New tools, approaches, and teaching skills to support learning are constantly being created. Children today are using a variety of tools, resources, and partnerships to support their learning in and out of school. Advances in technology and communications put a wealth of knowledge and information at our students’ fingertips.
Questions:  

1.  Imagine you, or if you are a parent, your children (Kindergarten to Grade 12) are attending the “School of the Future”. Each morning they are excited about going to school and each night they can hardly wait for tomorrow to come so they can go back to school! How do you describe the “School of the Future? (i.e., space, schedule, content, programs, etc.)? 
	


2.  In what ways can traditional skills like literacy, numeracy, and critical thinking be applied in new and innovative ways for today’s learners? What do we take for granted about our schools today that we might question and change based on the “School of the Future” (e.g., curriculum, where learning takes place, programs offered, etc.)? What should we keep the same as it has been? 
	


Probes:

What specific changes are happening in the world today that impact the learning needs of children?

What changes do we need to make in education to ensure they will be successful confident learners?

Should you have any additional information you wish to share, please do so. 

	


