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MINUTES
2018-19 Runnymede Public School Council - General Council Meeting 
Wednesday, January 23, 2019  
Runnymede PS Library - 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
	Item
	Time
	Minutes
	Speaker

	A.1 Call to order

· Welcome 
· Attendance
· Adoption of agenda
· Review of November 28, 2018 minutes
	6:30 pm
	5 mins
	A. Truong, 
J. Deschamps

	A.2 Substance abuse and how to support children in making good choices (Public Health Nurse) 

· Postponed
	6:35 pm
	25 mins 
	A.Basarab

	A.3 Motion: To add the Marlies game event as a line item to the 2018-19 budget (Net Ordinary Income section) and approve updated budget

· Allison approved, Shirley seconded
	7:00 pm
	5 mins
	E. Meana / S. Suurdt

	A.4 Report from Co-Chairs
· Knowledge sharing sessions

· Each year parents provide input on knowledge sharing session from subject matter experts
· This year, knowledge sharing sessions will focus on peaceful parenting

· Sarah Rosenstein, a parenting coach, will be delivering the sessions – 1 geared towards primary students and 1 geared towards senior students
· The first talk will be held on March 20, 2019 at 6 pm, before the next Parent Council meeting
· Please email the co-chairs if there is a particular subject you would like Sarah to cover
· There is a visiting parent from another school (Agincourt) in attendance at tonight’s Parent Council meeting who has come to observe and learn about parent involvement and fundraising
	7:05 pm
	5 mins
	A. Truong, 
J. Deschamps

	A5. Admin report

· Report from Principal 
· Order for 30 or 40 more Chromebooks has been place, should be arriving shortly

· Email will be going out after Nuit Orange to announce purchase of $15k worth of instruments + $15k of stage lighting and equipment 

· Washroom update
· Melanie has put a work order in for 5 stalls that need new locks, also for 6 sanitary napkin disposal units, asked afternoon caretakers to take extra care when cleaning at the end of the day and will check throughout the day
· Over two weeks, checked paper towel and toilet paper, generally supplies have been good. Supplies dwindle after afternoon recess, evening caretakers are restocking at the end of the day
· Each washroom currently has a working soap dispenser, Melanie and Dale will work on gradually replacing soap dispensers as needed
· 3rd floor boys washroom has a light out, 2 work orders have been raised and issue is in the process of being resolved
· Outdoor sign update
· The board has contact with Addison Sign Group, would cost $25k to put in an outdoor electronic sign, this does not include installation
· Rob will circle back and look into a non-electronic sign, which is estimated to be approximately $8k
· J’bai suggested also looking into parent engagement grants
· Report cards

· Teachers are finishing up first term report cards
· Interviews in mid-February
· Good time to review goals, learning skills, subject success
· Sent an email to grade 7 and 8 parents this week, there have been some issues on Bloor @ lunchtime w/ students from other schools. Reminder that students are welcome to stay at school during lunch and that there are lots of opportunities to socialize on school grounds and participate in extra-curricular activities. 
· Overnight trips

· Trip to Mono Cliffs in Orangeville, left Tuesday rather than Monday, and couldn’t make it home today, so staying an extra day
· Grade 6 trip will not go to Couchiching this year
· Grade 8 graduation trip is quite regular but other overnight trips happen on an ad-hoc basis
· Overnight trips can be challenging for staff to attend depending on their situation, other commitments, etc. 
· Report from VPs
· Online school announcements

· Has launched
· Teachers are using it to post internal school announcements
· Students have access, teachers will read to primary grades
· Feedback has been positive
· Raised that all students do not have a TDSB account number
· Grade 2s and 3s don’t all have access and online announcements can be dependent on teacher
· Can we ensure all students have access?
· Question from Sarah – for senior students, is it their responsibility to read the announcements? 
· Waheeda said that in senior classes, rotary teachers will read the announcements, or delegate to students to read to the class
· Rob said if they miss an announcement they can go back and read the announcement
· Anne Markee said that in grade 2, it is the helper of the day responsibility to read out the announcements
· CPR training on the last PD day
· 18 staff were trained in CPR, including lunchroom staff on the last PD day. Certified staff will be posted on the Health and Safety board in the staff room.
· MADD assembly was held for for grade 7 and 8 students. Waheeda noted that it was prefaced by a sensitivity warning. Parents reported that their children were impacted by the assembly. 
· Emergency procedures

· Currently undergoing a review of emergency procedures for fire / lockdown, especially during a lunch hour scenario
· New procedures were presented to staff for feedback
· In the spring, new procedures will be practiced

· J’bai asked about whether there should be water bottles and granola bars for snack bins – this has been discussed and implemented
· Every room has a fire extinguisher 
	7:10 pm
	10 mins
	R. Hochberg

	A6. Student Parliament

· Every year, Runnymede collects food for the foodbank
· 15 boxes of food were collected this year, surpassing Runnymede’s goal by 2 boxes

· An Ice Cream Party is held for the classes that collect the most food 
· This year the following classes won: Jardine, Colonna, Enrico, and Walker

· Usually Student Parliament pays for ice cream, sprinkles and cones, at a cost of approximately $100
· This year, it is proposed that Parent Council donate the money for the ice cream party, so that Student Parliament money can be used for senior initiatives such as food, cake and flowers for graduation
· Upcoming fundraising initiatives for senior initiatives include the semi-formal, and Pink Day
· Ms. Javor works with Student Parliament, each month Student Parliament runs Spirit Days like pajama days
Motion passed to give students the $100 from the Parent Council budget – Nora passed, Ivana seconded
	7:20 pm
	5 mins
	R. Hochberg

	A7. Concert seats
· Lively debate on Facebook about concert seat sales

· Some parents did not feel the fundraiser was equitable, those who were strongly opposed were not in attendance at the Parent Council meeting
· Parents were reminded that half of the front row seats were first-come, first-serve – not everyone knew this and suggestions were made to make this clearer and improve signage for the next concert
· Suggestion made to let people know when concert seats will be available in advance (like Parks and Rec swimming registration) 
· There are approximately 700 families at Runnymede and 52% participated in direct donation this year. The amount raised continues to increase as families are donating generously, however, still working on increasing participation rate.
	7:25 pm
	5 mins
	Executive Council / R. Hochberg

	A.8 Teacher Report

Library: Forest of Reading Book Clubs are starting at lunch time 
· Tamarac Express (Grade 3 – 5 French) on Monday w/ Mme Blanchard and Mme Enrico

· Peuplier (Grade 1 – 3 French) on Tuesday w/ Mme Blanchard and Mme. Kling

· Blue Spruce (Grade 1 – 3 English) on Wednesday w/ Ms. Bunting and Mme Blanchard

· Silver Birch (Grade 4 – 6 English) on Friday w/ Mme Blanchard and Mme Martino

· Red Maple (Grade 7 – 8) day TBC
	7:30 pm
	5 mins
	A. Markee

	A.8 Committee updates

· Spirit

· Movie night

· Movie night was a big success

· First year that kids voted on the movie, kids were excited about that and will do it again next year

· Had to order more pizza at the event, lots of people came and had not ordered

· Came in well over the fundraising projection @ $2.1k
· Looking for a new Bake Sale Coordinator

· Nuit Orange

· 88 performances scheduled
· Ticket sales are low, Class Reps in attendance said they would send a reminder to their respective classes
· See Erin or Allison if you want to volunteer but have not yet signed up

· Need 3 more high school students – food stations will be run by high school, grade 7 and 8 students, who will each get 4 volunteer hours

· Spirit and Event Leads

· Erin and Allison are Co-Chairs, but a lead is required for each of the 15 fundraising events this year 

· Without a lead for the event, the event will not run
· Pub night
· Pub Night lead had to cancel this year, so we are looking for a new Pub Nigh Lead [Lead has since been found]
· Responsibilities include finding venue, selling tickets, organizing food
· If no one is found by the end of February, the event will be cancelled and the event will be removed as a motion in the March meeting.
· If Pub Night does not run, will have a potential budget shortfall 
· Pub Night is projected to raise $3k based on previous years

· 1k will be made up by Marlies and movie night, resulting in a potential $2k shortfall

· Considering another event similar to Nuit Orange, called Illuminations in June 

· Erin and Allison’s last year co-chairing spirit. Looking for volunteers to Co-Chair the Spirit Committee next year. 

· Yard

· Submitted $3.5k grant application for TD Friends of the Environment

· Voting occurs in March and applicants will be notified in April

· Grant will go towards Green Teacher program and winter programming for grades 2, 4, and 6

· This Friday, 3 members of the Yard Committee are meeting with 3 teachers who are running the Green Team to discuss the Eco-School initiative 
· Date for Spring Yard Day is Saturday, April 27, 2019
· Arts

· 30 classes from FDK to Grade 5 worked with professional artists – big success
· Feedback from teachers is that more time is needed for this activity
· Nuit Orange is next week which will consists of both performing arts and visual arts
· J’bai asked about smocks and Tasha said that there are 4 garbage bags of smocks in academic storage 

· STEM

· Amazing Math Race and Angry Birds is coming up 

· Both will require volunteers and co-ordination

· For Angry Birds, 1 class lead from each kindergarten class is needed (half day commitment)
· For the Amazing Math Race, 1-2 grade leads for each grade 1 – 4/5 are needed

· Mentorship opportunity for grade 7 and 8s 
· Communications

· No update
	7:35 pm
	20 mins
	Committee Co-Chairs

	A.9 Any other business
· An orientation day for new parents was suggested – many agreed that this was a great idea
	7:55 pm
	5 mins
	All

	A.10 Next meeting
The next Parent Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 20, 2019.
Subsequent meetings will be held on:
· Wednesday, May 22, 2019
	
	
	

	A.11 Adjourn
	8:00 pm
	
	

	Attendees: Allison Madigan, Anita Jim, Anne Markee, Bianca Colle, Dale Cadeau, David Begleiter, Emily Larose, Emily Osborne, Erin Meana, Heili Toome, Ivana Barbieri, Jessica Smith, Kathleen Hyatt, Melanie Freedman, Melisa Velic, Nora Irwin, Ryan Lockhart, Sabrina Musa, Sarah Frame, Susie Hardy, Tasha Balla-Boudreau, Tracy MacIntyre, Truc Nguyen, Yordest Young, Rob Hochberg, Waheeda Khan-Fitzpatrick, Shirley Suurdt, J’bai Deschamps, Anh Truong
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