[image: image1.jpg]RUNNYM EDE





MINUTES
2019-20 Runnymede Public School (PS) Council 

Meeting #3
Tuesday, Nov. 26, 2019  
Runnymede PS Library - 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm
	Item
	Time
	Minutes
	Speaker

	A.1 Call to order

· Welcome 
· Adoption of Oct 24, 2019 minutes
· Minutes are being posted on School Council website
	6:30 pm
	5 mins
	E. Meana, 
A. Santos

	A.2 Runnymede Adventure Club

· Pam sends sincere regrets 
· Information on entering RAC in FDK can be found here
· Information on the waitlist for school age children can be found here
· Rob shared information from Pam
· Aware that before and after care is a required service for many families
· RAC expanded significantly since 2014, but has a limited number of spaces every year 
· There is a need to balance demand with the provision of high-quality childcare
· Planned expansion in September 2020 – will require support from multiple stakeholders 
· To get into the lottery, parents can visit runnymedeadventureclub.com and fill out an Expression of Interest (EOI) form, after which they will be automatically placed into the lottery; check back in late January for new forms for September 2020 entry
· If there are any questions, please reach out to Rob who will pass them on
· Parent feedback / questions
· Parent said she filled out the EOI form, but never received any confirmation that it was received / that her child was entered into the lottery, despite following up with emails and calls. Indicated that it would help parents significantly if there was a confirmation / response. 
· Another parent said they didn’t know about the EOI form until they came into the office to register for JK; this works if you register by February, but for anyone who registers late, has moved school districts, etc. they would have missed the deadline to submit the form. Is there a way to make this deadline more visible? 
· Another parent mentioned her experience was very positive – she was able to get all the information she needed from the website / school office, filled out the EOI when she registered her child for JK and got into RAC. 
· Lots of questions around expansion – e.g. what are the dependencies?  
· Another parent shared information that RAC summer camp is open to everyone and there are lots of spots
· Next steps
· Rob will pass on feedback and will see if Pam can come to a future meeting
	6:35 pm
	15 mins
	R. Hochberg

	A.3 Committee Updates: 
· Spirit

· Flyer that went home with upcoming spirit events
· Movie Night – January 16
· Nuit Orange – looking for a volunteer to work with lead (Jenn McDonald) as this will be her last year

· Front row concert seat sale will open on Tuesday, Dec 3 @ 8 pm
· Spirit wear on sale through Dec 1
· Emily suggested putting important information in report card envelope going forward, Rob confirmed we can do that
· Arts
· Arts enrichment is launched, will start Dec 2 (JK + Primary) and Dec 9 (Junior)

· FDK – winter nature scene

· Grade 1, 2, 3 – movement in painting

· Grades 4, 5 – ceramics

· STEM
· Seeking feedback from grade leads for Amazing Math Race, currently tracking for the following:
· FDK – Angry Birds Math

· Grades 1 + 2 – Amazing Math Race

· Grades 3 + 4 – External vendor to run event
· Grades 5 + 6 – STEM workshop at U of T

· Grades 7 + 8 – looking into alternative as Water First is not running programs this year

· STEM Committee Meeting – Thursday, December 5th in the library

· If anyone is interested in joining, please email: runnymedestemcommittee@gmail.com
· Rob will put a reminder in the Friday email
· Green
· Green Teacher is set to start in January

· Heard from FDK division to request a refresh of recess equipment, will reach out to parent community for volunteers
· Communications 
· Discussed the option of donating to Runnymede School Council (as a registered charity) through United Way campaigns 
· Council members discussed some concerns about raising money this way – may detract from other charities, may be perceived as an additional request for fundraising, may detract from our own Direct Donation campaign, work places often select charity collectively or donate through events, raffles, etc. 

· Agreed not to pursue this 
	6:50 pm
	15 mins
	Committee Chairs

	A.4 Co-Chair Report

· Will cover in Any Other Business
	7:05 pm
	5 mins
	E. Meana, 

A. Santos

	A.5 Ward 7 Update

· Ward 7 meeting is tonight, Kathleen is in attendance and will post an update on the website soon
	7:10 pm
	5 mins
	K. Hyatt

	A.6 Administration report
· Runnymede Technology Status
· Taye Madison is the lead, it’s a significant undertaking
· Rob walked us through a presentation created for Council / Community 

· 50 new Chromebooks – cart in library will be fully stocked, cart on third floor will be added to

· 10 new iPads – 5 will meet a demand issue, 5 will replace older iPads

· New laptops – 8 for teacher use, based on requests

· New projectors – 10 devices, new model – portable, USB-enabled

· Accessories – 60 mice and headphones

· Chargers – 48 iPad chargers, cost of $800 – easily lost, older chargers not compatible with newer devices

· 2 workstations + printer will be set up in the library for teachers to use for emails, lesson prep, etc. 

· Spent $23k on technology this school year so far 

· School improvement plan 

· Focus on well-being

· Junior teachers have recently been trained on restorative practice

· Hosted a number of teachers from across the board for 2 workshops recently

· Implementing “Community circles” within the classroom was discussed
· Community circles – are broad, don’t just deal with conflict or social issues, but can be applied to anything

· Kids know the norms, take turns talking, sitting in a circle facing one-another when they speak, talk out issues in that circle

· Teachers will do it once or twice a week

· Roll this out to more teachers within the school

· Getting more students involved in extra-curricular activities

· All-girls soccer program for grades 3, 4, 5 with approximately 40 girls participating

· Parent volunteer running morning basketball section

· Safety patrol program

· Grade 2 – Fun & Fitness by Mr. Tran

· Floor hockey – grades 6, 7, and 8

· 37 students participating in Grade 2 Orff – will accompany the choir at the holiday concert

· Grades 3 + 4 Orff club will begin in March

· School musical
· Work-to-rule

· Sarah mentioned that everything she has heard so far indicated that students would not be impacted, however, her daughter indicated that extra help time would be impacted

· Rob said this was a one-off this morning, as teachers had a pre-school walk-in to show unity with those impacted
	7:15 pm
	20 mins
	R. Hochberg

L. Gelinas

	A.7 Teacher report
· None
	7:35 pm
	15 mins
	A. Wosik

	A.8 Other Business

· R. Pilkey and B.Karpoche will both attend the Jan 22 meeting
· Erin and Jess will connect re. agenda and facilitation 

· Trevor Brown will give a math presentation on Feb 20
· Very engaging, does a great presentation on supporting math at home
· There will be an Administration / School Council “Meet and Greet” coffee on Wednesday Jan 15th from 8:35 to 9:15 am for any parents who are interested in chatting with admin or council 
· Flyers and advertising sent home

· Question from a parent about advertising that is sent home with kids (e.g. flyers, etc.) – wants to know if that is something that parents can opt out of?

· Rob mentioned that they somehow get approved by the Board and then are passed out for distribution 

· Will table for next meeting’s discussion with R. Pilkey

· Question if quiet lunch was going to be done again

· Rob mentioned that although there is a quiet lunchroom, they are not able to staff it every day of the week; it is staffed a couple days a week by an ECE

· Participants are usually selected by parent request or teacher suggestion 
	7:50 pm
	10 mins
	E. Meana

	A.9 Next meeting

Wed. Jan 22nd at 6:30pm
Additional Council Meetings
March 26th at 6:30pm
May 26th at 6:30pm
	
	
	

	A.10 Adjourn
	8:00pm
	
	

	Attendees: Anita Jim, Anne-Marie Nowina, Ashley Wood-Suszko, Emiy Hollis, Emily Osborne, Ivana Barbieri, Loretta Chang, Sarah Frame, Tasha Balla-Boudreau, Truc Nguyen, Andrea Santos, Erin Meana, Rob Hochberg, Ingo Holzinger, Carolyn Tysoe
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