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AGENDA 
2023-24 Runnymede Public School Council - General Council Meeting 
Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2023; 7:00p to 8:30p
Location: Runnymede PS Library 
	Item
	Time
	Minutes
	Speaker

	A.1 Land Acknowledgement
	7:00pm
	
	R. Lockhart

	A.2 Call to order & Co-Chair Report
· Welcome, attendance, Q&A part of Agenda item A.10
· Co-Chair Report
	7:00 pm
	10 mins
	J. Stubbs
M. Kyer


	A.3 Administration Report
-allocated additional 0.5 for Special Education

-20 English and 18 FI classes

-still looking for 0.5 French EA

-one LTO has started- parents are informed
-Runnymede allocated $143,400 from TDBS; spent $32,000 YTD.  $8K for coverage for extracurricular activities.  

-Admin has met extensively with Parent Council Committees to share ideas for 2023-2024
-Oct 31 is the school parade and senior dance.  Reminder for students to bring allergy free treats.  Respect allergies, costumes, traditions, etc. on Halloween.
-Parents looking to volunteer can contact Administration
-Looking for 3 Luncheon Supervisors (75 minutes/day, or as available)

-Arby’s donating 1,100 plants for the school

-Administration put forward a proposal for $14K Grant to build raised planters for edibles, with support of a parent

-2023 EQAO results are now public.  Runnymede Grade 3 Results: Math 94%, Reading 93%, Writing 91%; Grade 6 99% Reading, 98% Writing, 78% Math (increase of 9%).  % is based on students achieving level 3 or 4.  Great results for the school (and is only one metric).    
-Primary teachers undertaking development opportunities

-CCAT assessment almost complete for Grade 3’s

-Children are encouraged to bring placemat/towel for their individual space for lunch

-Parent Concern Protocol Reminder:  empower children to report incidents to teachers. 90% students report feel safe and 80% feel addressed adequately

-Safe Care Committee:  teachers, students and parent volunteers are welcome.  Discuss discipline, bullying.  Cherril will circulate date for November meeting.

-Grade 8 Grad Trip, Transition Night, Optional Attendance info has been shared.  Any questions can be directed to Administration.  TDSB also has a transition night planned for November 1st

	7:10 pm
	10 mins
	D. Zamin

	A.4 Teachers Report
-Teacher Spotlight: Listen Up! Program Update

       -Student Parliament meets weekly
-Halloween dance starts at 1pm on Oct 31.  $2 at door.  For Grades 6-8.  There will be best costume prizes.
-Yearbook Committee meets weekly.  Yearbook updates are included in Runnymede Reminders.

-Math Club, Basketball Club, Chambers Strings, Wind Assemble are all meeting regularly
-Choir for Grades 1-2 meets weekly.  82 students to perform at holiday concert.
-Madame Kling running Dance Club for grades 2 and 3

-“Come Dine with Me” is planned again this year.  Students shop, budget, cook, set-up, decorate tables.
-Other activities planned include: Etobicoke School of the Arts Heart Strings Performance; High Park Nature Center, AGO, Little Canada, Public Libraries

-Soccer & football teams, and cross-country runners are moving to the City Finals.

-Reading Program to begin in January

-Showcase of Canadian authors happening in the library
-This week is Canadian Public Libraries Week

-K-2 Handwriting Program.  Cursive for Grades 3-4.  Printing, cursive writing is being reintroduced. 
-Outdoor Classroom Committee discussing outdoor storage for equipment.

-K-8 Remembrance Day service plans under way

-A Girls Government has been formed in our district.  Runnymede teaming with Swansea for grade 7 and 8’s to get involved.

-The Griffin Trio program is planned for Grade 5’s this year
-Performance kicked off recently in library

-lyricist, composer, artist comes into school for minimum 10 classroom periods.

-end of year show will be planned

-no cost to Runnymede

-thanks to the Art Committee for their support 
	7:20 pm
	10 mins
	A. Wosik 
I. Medley

	A.5 Treasurer Update

-waiting on direct donation campaign results
-costume sale income $1K

-Mabels Label $100

-Marlies income TBD

-cheque signing responsibilities are in flux and being streamlined

-void cheques can be emailed to Tim or drop off in-person


	7:30 pm
	5 mins
	T. Bates

	A.6 Committee Updates: Summary of 2023-24 Plans
· STEM

· Committee formed and met on 10/23 to finalize activities and budget.  Still in progress.
· Tom and Nicole are Committee Leads
· Organizing materials available within the school to leverage
· Hoping to launch first event in November.  Engaging and coordinating with Administration and teachers.
· Trying new activities.  Grant submitted to Best Buy.  Would help with equipment for Maker Space, for all ages.
· Example of activities:

· Kindergarten- Angry Birds

· Grades 1-3- Science Kits

· Grades 4-5- Amazing Math Race in Spring

· Seminar Series for Grade 6-8

· Spring Science Fair

· Coding Event through Capital One

· Considering a Lego or Coding Club

· Arts

· Planning themes for the year:  visual art enrichment for K-4 (artist in community teach kids something new, hands on)
· Focus on K-4 this year.  Grade 5 has Listen Up program and grades 6-8 have specialized art teachers.
· Considering a long-term piece for Grade 8’s (something meaningful, permanent for the school- possibly paint the doors?)
· Considering different themes for the year (e.g., peace)
· Supporting art events (Nuit Orange, Illuminations, concerts)
· Reviving Junk Art Festival around Earth Day, design competition for Day of Pink; support seniors with music/drama/visual arts based on their needs

· Spirit

· Successful Kinder Meet-up
· Costume sale and Spirit Wear sale were successful.  Sale is now closed and clothing to be delivered in November.
· Pizza lunches to start on 10/27 (this Friday)
· 250 tickets sold for Marlies game.  10/25 is the last day to sign-up if want child to sing anthem at the game (details on Council website).
· Starting November 1st, the school has a partnership with Bellona restaurant on Jane St.  10% of spend in November is being donated back to Runnymede.
· November 6 cookie dough sale starts
· Nuit Orange, Parent Pub night, Freezie Sale, Teacher Appreciation, movie night are all being planned

· Looking for corporate Sponsors
· Looking for additional Committee members

· Green

· Looking after Nature Garden and outdoor space.
· Recess enhancement

· Green Teacher program for outdoor learning

· 2 main events:  Fall Yard Day (done); Spring Yard day (trail maintenance and widening)

· Colbeck planters- looking to insulate through the winter.  

· Need to purchase gardening supplies

· Working with Administration to reinforce dogs not allowed on TDSB property (signage)

· Recess and playground enhancement.  Doing full inventory of equipment in fall; possibly purchasing and doing some redistribution.  

· Talking to teachers about needs for primary grades.  Need storage for equipment.

· Requests for donations for equipment will be asked of parents
· Adventure Yard doors- looking for colourful artwork (possibly grade 8’s paint?)

· Green Teacher Program:  grades 2, 4, 6 in fall and winter.  Grades 2, 4, 6 and K in spring (includes split classes)
· Hands on exploration with external teacher.

· Submitting programming (lessons planned) to indigenous center for review and enhancement/refresh

· Getting teacher input on programming as well
· Applied for Grant- in progress

· Teacher has donated funding and working with Administration to plant tree in front garden to commemorate past Runnymede teachers

· Further restoration of Hillside garden needed.  Will be dependent on volunteers.

· Colbeck yard- installing shade sails for JK/SK students.
· Communications 
· Maintains Runnymede Council website
· Planning to streamline comms to once/week bulletins so more condensed and aligned with Runnymede Reminders
· Calendar of events maintained- parents encouraged to subscribe
· Monitors FaceBook page
	7:35 pm
	25 mins
	Committee Chairs

	A.7 Direct Donation Update
· $35,000 to-date
· $10,000 more needed to meet goal

· Flyers were distributed in classes

· All donations go directly to programming for children

· Hoping for as much participation as possible


	8:00 pm
	5 mins
	E. Abrahams

	A.8  Ward 7 Update
· Debbie King is our Trustee

· Process for parents to get involved at schools, Board Committees.  Consult Administration for our volunteering process.

· Emily has meeting minutes and can share if interested

· Board focus on fitness/activity- individual and team, post pandemic
· Parent has offered to do mindfulness sessions at Runnymede
	8:05 pm
	5 mins
	E. Abrahams

	A.9  School Statement of Needs (SSON)
     NOTE: Motion and vote required

Motion: To approve the 2023-34 SSON document
· Record of school and Board priorities, school vision and school/community needs
· Generated through parent input and documented by Parent Council Reps
· Copies provided at the meeting

· Submitted annually

· Motion to approve carried

	8:10 pm
	5 mins
	J. Stubbs

	A.10  Other Business

· Parent volunteer process discussed (reach out to Administration with questions)
· Progress Reports will be sent digitally on November 14.  Interviews Nov 16-17.
· PA Day on Nov 17.  

· Go Fund Me Page has been initiated for a Runnymede family and will be published in upcoming Runnymede Reminders
	8:15 pm
	15 mins
	All

	A.11  Next Meeting:  November 20, 2023 at 7:00 pm (Virtual)

Upcoming Meetings: January 24 (virtual), March 25 (in-person), May 23 (in-person).  All meetings start at 7pm and are held in the school library, unless virtual.
Executive Council Meetings:  November 13, May 8.  Meetings start at 7pm, in the school library.
	
	
	

	A.12  Adjourn
	8:30 pm
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