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AGENDA 
2025-26 Runnymede School Advisory Council

Meeting #4: January 26, 2026; 7:00 pm to 7:45 pm
Location: Runnymede PS Library and Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85495567828?pwd=rRggw2YCUzaSn1at2rIkWqS9CtmIga.1
Meeting ID: 854 9556 7828
Passcode: 400453
	Item
	Time
	Minutes
	Speaker

	A.1 Land Acknowledgement
	7:00 pm
	
	R. Lockhart

	A.2 Call to Order and Welcome
· Call to order and quorum (51% of members in attendance, including Principal.  There are 24 SAC members for 2025-26.)
· Quorum was achieved

· Adoption and approval of agenda (Motion for approval- show of hands)
· Agenda approved

· Approval of Minutes of November 19, 2025 meeting found on runnymedecouncil.org (Motion for approval- show of hands)
· Minutes approved

· Declarations- conflicts of interest
· Two conflicts of interest were declared 
· Welcome and Chair Report
· Update on SAC Committees and Sub-Committees
· Safe & Caring

· Crossing Guard started at Glenlake & Kennedy on January 12
· Crossing Guard at Glenlake & Glendowynne starts on January 27

· Third Crossing Guard for Kennedy & Glenwood is still being considered.  
· Event at Annette Public School is being held on January 27 at 7:30pm, run by Annette’s Digital Safety Committee.  Three schools are invited to create digital safety across High Park.  Dr. Michelle Lock will be presenting on smart phone use and protecting mental health. 
· Julie Cassell-Curtin Child, a parent Psychologist is presenting on February 24 at 7pm in the Runnymede library. The focus will be on helping children through tough friendship moments.
· Another event being planned for the Spring and details will be shared soon.
· HSA Update

· Grad Hoodies are on sale until February 15.  Madame Moens has sweatshirts available to try on for sizing.  

· A Committee of 11 parents has been formed to plan the grade 8 graduation reception.
· The Lost & Found is growing and the two locations have been merged into one area.  All contents will be packed up at the next pizza lunch, to send as a donation.

· PIAC update from Emily Abrahams

· Emily is the Ward 7 Rep for PIAC to represent parent voices.
· Elections are being held for representation for all wards across the city.  Any parents can get involved, as a candidate or voter. 

· Without trustees, PIAC has elected three community groups. One group includes immigrant mothers from new families entering the TDSB.  

· The annual PIAC conference will be on February 7 from 10am-3pm.  Up to three representatives can attend per school.  Typically, the Principal and two SAC Co-Chairs attend.  

· PIAC meetings are only open to the public in-person at the Yonge & Sheppard TDSB office.  Meeting dates can be found on-line.  
· Parents can reach out to Emily with any Ward level concerns or PIAC related questions.

	7:00 pm
	15 mins
	K. Fazio
F. Kazmi
S. Brydges

E. Abrahams

	A.3 Administration Report

· Runnymede has a designated snow route.  Caretaking follows the specific areas, including the perimeter of the school (sidewalks are shoveled and salted), doorways (entry/exit points) and a path in the yard.  Contractors clear the parking lots.  Concerns with the limited areas cleared have been escalated to Superintendents and the Facility department.  Administration is looking at other options with the Superintendents.  Caretaking and Facility were at the school during the recent snowstorm to clear snow.
· The school will be getting a new roof, likely in the summer.  As more information is received, Administration will share.

· Administration requested indoor painting as part of the school’s wish list.  Hallways and doors will be painted, likely starting at the end of January (in evenings, using non-toxic paint).  

· The Head Caretaker left Runnymede for a smaller school.  The new Head Caretaker will be shared once announced (after the meeting it was noted that Bruno Petraglia is the new Head Caretaker).
· Madame Noel (Grade 5/6 French Immersion) is on maternity leave and Madame Hayes starts on January 27.  
· A new school improvement platform is being rolled out.  Working to align conversation across school families and other TDSB schools.  The goals will stay the same, but it will be a new platform to showcase the school’s goals.  Data analysis is being done, and Administration will share the report in early Spring.

· There has been great support from the community with providing French native speakers to support SK through grade two classrooms with oral language, conversation skills, and reading to broader audiences.  School improvement goals include improving literacy deficits in FI classes.  There are currently five phenomenal volunteers supporting Runnymede classes.


	7:15 pm
	10 mins
	R. Sardella

A. Markidis

	A.4 Teacher’s Report & Student Parliament Update 
· Multiple book Clubs with the Forest of Reading have started. The Forest of Reading is the biggest recreational book club in the country with 270,000 readers. The Forest of Reading is organized by the Ontario Library Association and promotes and fosters the love of reading.

· Blue Spruce and Peuplier books are read in partnership with Grades 1-3 homeroom teachers.  Silver Birch Express for Grades 3-5 students with Madame Blanchard and Ms. Colonna is taking place on Day 4.

· Silver Birch, Red Maple, and Tamarac books are available in the library. The library is open at lunch on Day 5 for senior and Grade 6 students.

· Le Prix Mélèze is on Day 1 at lunch in the library with Madame Blanchard, Madame Enrico, and Mr. Page for students in Grade 3-5 French Immersion.

· Kids Lit Quiz is still happening on Day 2 and Day 3 at lunch with Madame Blanchard, Mr. Froates, Ms. Herbert, and Madame Johnna. Thanks were provided to the HSA for generously providing the $500 needed for students to join the Kids Lit Quiz competition.  Runnymede can send 16 students to the Toronto Heat on February 5th. Kids Lit is the sport competition of books. On February 20 at lunch, we will have a Runnymede in-school competition for all students involved in Kids Lit Quiz.
Upcoming dates for Kiwanis were provided:
· Wind Ensemble on February 25
· Grades 7&8 Band on February 26

· Chamber Strings on February 19

· Grades 7&8 Strings on February 19

· Jazz on February 24

· Soloists on February 22

All classes will run from 10am-1pm

· Mindfulness sessions were provided by a parent, Megan Trimble, to Grade 5 classes that participated. 
An update from Student Parliament was provided:
· The Holiday dance raised $1,600 for a care package initiative.  Parliament is now donating to Youth Without Shelter, based in Etobicoke.  Details are being finalized with the Shelter.  The remaining funds raised at the dance will be put towards the grade 8 graduation trip.
· Theme days continue to be held.  80’s day was held recently, and the next one is Twin Day.  Not as many students have been dressing up, so Parliament has increased their announcements and introduced a theme day participation award. Based on parent feedback, theme days will be focused on senior students and optional for junior students.
· In December, 3000 items were collected from the food drive and donated locally to Bloor West Village and the Sharing Place.
· Runnymede Feedback Hub has been developed.  It is a digital platform for student questions and concerns via Google.  All submissions are anonymous.  The Hub can be accessed via QR code on posters around the school.

	7:25 pm
	10mins
	I. Medley
E. Kim

	A.5 Other Business and Matters to Raise
· Questions from parent community
· Fathima will investigate the possibility of one of the new crossing guards covering two intersections, if hiring a third crossing guard isn’t possible.  
	7:35 pm
	10 mins
	All

	A.6 Adjourn

Meeting adjourned at 7:40pm
	7:45 pm
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 AGENDA 

2025-26 Runnymede Home & School Association
Meeting #4: January 26, 2026; 7:45 pm to 9:00 pm
Location: Runnymede PS Library and Zoom 
	Item
	Time
	Minutes
	Speaker

	A.1 Call to Order and Welcome 

· Call to order and Quorum (members in good standing equal to the number of HSA members Executive Committee plus 2= 18).
· Quorum was achieved

· Adoption and approval of Agenda (Motion to approve- majority vote)
· Agenda was approved

· Approval of Minutes from November 19, 2025 meeting (Motion to approve- majority vote)
· Minutes were approved

· Declarations- Conflict of Interest
· Three conflicts of interest were declared
· President’s Report
· Update on Executive Committee (Interim Vice President)
· OFHSA bylaws were reviewed, and it was noted that the Executive Committee can appoint an interim Vice President

· There was a unanimous vote by the Executive Committee in January to appoint Ryan Lockhart as the interim Vice President until May.  Ryan remains committed to Green Team and will fulfill both roles.
· The Executive is coordinating events such that they are staggered throughout the year.
	7:45 pm
	10 mins
	K. Fazio

	A.2 Treasurer’s Report

· Update on status of 2025-26 financials
· The budget update was presented at the meeting.
· Approximately $12,000 has been received from fundraising and community events 
· The current bank balance is $83,527, minus cash in kind for Student Parliament and other funding, totaling approximately $78,000.
· The rest of the year is forecasting on budget.  Income is currently projected to be approximately $8,000 higher than budget and expenses below budget.

	7:55 pm
	10 mins
	A. Chin

	A.3 Committee Updates
· Fun/Fundraising

· Movie night will be held on March 5

· Parent Pub night is scheduled for April 17

· Fun Fair will be on June 3

· Arts

· Grades K-6 arts enrichment workshops started last week and will continue through February 11.  Parents are informed of dates via the HSA.  

· Funding has been spent on consumables, band and strings and drama.  All purchased items are being used.

· The next Working Group meeting will be held on February 4.

· STEM 

· Volunteers are needed for the STEM Fair for Grades 7-8.  Half and full day judges are needed.  The STEM Fair will be on February 27.  

· Large purchase of OMSO kits was completed for Kindergarten and Grade 1.  The kits will be catalogued and then can be used. This ties to the center-based option to support literacy and numeracy in French and English.  Kindergarten has one kit per class.  Grade one’s are sharing the kits.  The French language is currently not working so those kits being used by English classes, for now.  

· Art Gallery and Math night will hopefully be coordinated in the Spring (details are being determined).  

· Green

· Green Teacher has booked Grades 6-8 during the week of May 4 for trips to High Park Nature Center.  Madame Hayes Grade 5/6 class is booked as well.
· Grades 2 and 4 signed up for Winter session which started last week.  Parents are encouraged to watch the weather carefully to ensure kids are dressed appropriately and warmly.
· Outdoor equipment is running low.  Will replenish for older and younger students once the weather improves. 

· The Wonder Wagon project to support Kindergartens is being researched and costs are being determined. Meeting with Administration this week to determine an option for storage of the wagons.

· An application for a grant with Trees Canada was submitted to fund a detailed arborist report to determine tree maintenance needed, succession planning for nature garden for future planting.  The team will find out in March if the grant is approved.
· Yard Day will be on April 25.  Volunteers are needed.  Email runnymedeyard@gmail.com or Hayley Goodwin.

· Athletics
· Supporting teachers. Organizing a PA Day skating event on February 13.
· Curling event for grades 1-3 is confirmed for April 23, 24, 27. Cost is $260 per day.  Led by Mr. Ty and the Athletics Committee.  
· Bike Week starts on June 1 across all Ontario schools.  June is bike month in Toronto, with cycling resources available for families.
· Exploring “Bike Bus” (bike route with multiple stops with parent leaders) and will need parent support for implementation.  Currently three schools in Toronto are participating.  A teacher is discussing with the Scarbrough Bike Bus organizer and Athletics is supporting the initiative.  More information will follow.  Two approaches were noted for the pilot:  weekly ride in May on wellness Wednesday’s until end of June.  Or start during Bike Week, with a Bike Rodeo on the Monday and then launch Bike Bus on June 3 followed by June 10, 17, 24.  Then start regular riding as of September 2026.  Kids would likely need help parking and locking bikes.  
· Communications
· Regular updates are shared via runnymedecouncil.org; weekly council emails from HSA; Facebook Group; and WhatsApp class/parent groups.
	8:05 pm
	30 mins
	Committee Chairs

	A.4 Other Business
· Topics to raise from parent community
	 8:35 pm
	25 mins
	All

	A.5 Adjourn
	9:00 pm
	
	


Runnymede School Advisory Council – Committee Summaries 

	Committee Summaries
	2025/26 Contacts

	Staffing Committee (2 parent SAC members)

Develops and proposes a staffing model based on projected enrolment and staff allocation.  Typically works in coordination and cooperation with the school run staffing committee.

	Ryan Lockhart
Kelila Fazio

	School Improvement Plan (2 parent SAC members)
Every school is required to develop, implement and monitor school improvement actions that meet the needs of every learner. The SIP is to align with the Family of School Improvement Plan and the Board Improvement Plan. All parents are informed as to the requirements and purpose of a SIP, the opportunity to contribute to the plan and the leadership role of the council on behalf of parents/guardians.
	Veronica Penn
Fathima Kazmi

	Safe & Caring Schools Committee (2 parent SAC members)
Reviews the school’s safety and security and develops a plan to maintain and enhance safety and security within the school.

Anti-Bullying Sub-Committee
Focused on awareness and education to reduce and respond to bullying.
Digital Safety Sub-Committee
Focused on education and advocating for digital safety within the school and at home.
	Krista Pawley
Fathima Kazmi

Ashley Chin


	Elected/Executive Roles
	2025/26 Contacts

	Chair

Responsible for chairing meetings, liaising with the principal and parent community and speaking on behalf of the SAC.
	Kelila Fazio



	Secretary

Establishes and attends all meetings; takes minutes of all meetings and distributes/posts.
	Kathleen Thomas



	Council Representatives
	2025/226 Contacts

	Home & School Association (HSA) Representative (Executive position)

Attends Council meetings and reports a summary to the HSA.  Shares ideas and information from the HSA with Council representatives.  Supports various activities and stakeholders including Student Parliament, teacher appreciation and the Grade 8 Graduation reception (assists teachers with planning and execution of Grade 8 graduation reception). Votes on behalf of the HSA at Council meetings.

	Sue Brydges 

	Ward 7 / PIAC Parent Representative

Responsible for attending Ward 7 meetings and sharing key updates at Council meetings. Minutes of the Ward 7 meetings are shared with attendees via e-mail. Meetings are generally every two months, approximately 1.5 hours in duration (in the evenings) and can be attended virtually or in person.

	Key Contact

Emily Abrahams

Back-Up

Mary Beth Kyer

	Class Representatives

Disseminate information to class parents via What’s App Groups (or other forums), as shared in HSA communications.   Whenever possible, attend SAC meetings to provide input, ask questions and/or share concerns relevant to your child’s class and/or grade.
	Various


Runnymede Home & School Association – Committee Summaries 

	Committee Summaries
	2025/26 Chairs & Contacts 

	Arts

The Arts Committee strives to develop and deliver art enrichment programming for each student across all grades in the school. This typically entails partnering with local artists who provide creative, hands-on, in-class instruction. These visual arts workshops introduce the students to new and exciting artistic techniques, materials, theories, and lessons. The Arts Committee also works with the Arts Department teachers - Music, Drama, Dance and Visual Arts - to support their programming needs. It also assists with schoolwide art events and installations (for example, Nuit Orange and Illuminations) to showcase students' talents and celebrate the arts at Runnymede.

Committee Email: RunnymedeArt@gmail.com 


	Erin Meana

	Green

We work with the school to deliver Green Teacher programs to students in kindergarten, Grade 2, Grade 4 and Grade 6, and we research and secure annual grants to help fund special projects in the garden.  The Committee also maintains the Hillside Garden with the assistance of volunteers during our Spring and Fall Yard Day events.  We look after the front planting beds and brighten these areas with fence art.  The Green Committee orders and delivers recess equipment for classrooms and helps to facilitate the purchase of larger outdoor play items for students.  We also facilitate special projects that involve outdoor areas around the school.  Finally, we support the school-run Green Team to help promote green activities.
Committee Email: RunnymedeYard@gmail.com

	Ryan Lockhart

Hayley Goodwin

Jess Budd

	STEM

Design programming for inspiring young minds in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM). As a committee member, you'll collaborate with educators to enhance STEM education, organize engaging events and workshops, support innovative programs, mentor students, and advocate for improved STEM resources. This committee also assists with technology inventory and classroom technology needs and works with the Technology Teacher designate. 

Committee Email: RunnymedeSTEMcommittee@gmail.com

	Krista Pawley

Emily Osborne

	Fun/Fundraising

Take the lead in organizing exciting events and activities that foster a sense of belonging and enthusiasm among students, parents, and staff. From planning memorable school-wide celebrations to promoting a positive and inclusive atmosphere, your involvement will be key to building school spirit and making lasting memories. Events include Runnymede gear sales, pub night, Kindergarten meet & greet, movie nights, Marlies game, Runnymede Open House, pizza lunches, direct donation campaigns, Art events, community-building events, and more! 

Committee Email: RunnymedeSpiritCommittee@gmail.com

	Jenna Grant

Megan Trimble



	Communications

Coordinates and communicates all Committee initiatives and overall Council news to our school community.  Runs the Runnymede Council Website, posts events to the calendar and Facebook Group, sends emails to the parent list, and Works with Direct Donation leads to assist with the campaign.

Committee Email: RunnymedeCommunications@gmail.com

	Angela Grant Buechner

Ximena Marky


	Athletics

Support athletics, including extra-curricular teams, based on school needs, to further encourage and enhance the amazing athleticism demonstrated at Runnymede, and promote the benefits of being physically active on a student’s overall well-being.  Liaises with teachers/coaches to communicate important athletic information to council and the parent community.

Committee Email:  athleticsrunnymede@gmail.com
	Jennie Steen

Semira Tesfai

	Elected Officers
	2025/26 Administration Contacts

	President
Ensure that all officers and committee chairs are familiar with their respective duties and responsibilities. Preside at all general meetings, executive committee meetings and special meetings, in addition to the annual meeting (Vice-President in their absence).  Assign to the VP the co-ordination and supervision of the work of certain committees, and such other functions as shall provide training for ultimate succession to the office of president.
	Kelila Fazio

	Vice-President

Preside at all general meetings, executive committee meetings and the annual meeting, in particular if the President is absent.  Coordinate and supervise the work of certain committees and any other functions as requested by the president.


	Ryan Lockhart (interim until May 2026)

	Secretary

Keep minutes of all general meetings and the annual meeting, have charge of correspondence between the Executive and the Council and be responsible for notices of all Council meetings.  Prepare and distribute agenda (& other materials as needed) and prepare and circulate meeting minutes. 


	Kathleen Thomas

	Treasurer

Establish a bank account for the association funds, separate from any school bank account, with at least three signing authorities, all of whom shall be Federation members in good standing.  Present a current financial report and a current bank statement at each executive and general meeting and submit all financial records (invoices, receipts, bank statements, financial reports, etc.) for verification annually (September 1st – August 31st).


	Ashley Chin


2025-26 School Advisory Council (SAC) and Home & School Association (HSA) Meetings

All meetings will be hybrid (in-person in the Runnymede library and via Zoom)

	SAC & HSA Meetings @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
	Executive Meetings @ 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

	September 25, 2025
	October 15, 2025

	October 22, 2025
	November 4, 2025

	November 19, 2025
	January 14, 2026

	January 26, 2026
	March 4, 2026

	March 24, 2026
	May 5, 2026

	May 21, 2026
	June 9, 2026
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